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t claimed is: 
arching system for searching contents 
t, the searching system having an 
searching unit, and a terminal unit, 
the inputting unit comprises: 
j-j-j-o^ ouoring means for storing information 
representing at leaW time at which contents were 
broadcast corresponding to a predetermined operation; 
and \ 

first communicating means for transmitting 
the information representing time stored in said 
storing means to an external unit, 

wherein the searching unit comprises: 
second storing means ^pr correlatively 
storing information representing eContents and broadcast 
time thereof; and \ 

searching means for searching information 
representing the contents stored in saici second storing 
means corresponding to the information representing 
time, and \ 

wherein the terminal unit comprises\ 
second communicating means for receiving the 
information representing time transmitted from tire 
inputting unit through said first communicating mekns; 

third communicating means for t rarismittincX 
the information representing time received by said \ 
second communicating means and receiving search results 
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_ng system as set forth in 



transmitted from the searching unit; and 

first displaying means for displaying the 
inf ormation\representing time received by said second 
communicatinqy means and the search results by the 
searching unitV^ 

2. The searching system as set forth in 

claim 1, 

wherein Ythe information representing the 
contents includes information about the contents, 

3. The seagrchir 

claim 1, 

wherein the searching unit transmits the 
information representing the contents (referred to as 
first contents) that were broadcast at the time 
represented by the inf ormationX represent ing time and 
information representing contends (referred to as 
second contents) that were broadcast earlier than those 
and as the search results to the terminal unit 
corresponding to the information representing time, the 
amount of second contents being a multiple of the 
amount of the first contents. 

4. The searching system as set\ forth in 

claim 1, 

wherein when a predetermined operation is 
performed with the terminal unit corresponding to the 
search results obtained by said searching mean^s and 
displayed on said first displaying means, the terminal 
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unit isv accessed to a site at which the contents as the 
search results is purchasable. 

The searching system as set forth in 

claim 1, 

wherein when the information representing 
time is received by said second communicating means, 
the transmission of the information representing time 



from the inputting unit to the terminal unit is 
virtually displayed. 

6. The searching system as set forth in 

claim 5, 

wherein the \inputt ing unit further comprises: 
second displacing means for displaying 
entries of information representing time stored in said 
first storing means, and 

wherein when the information representing 
time is received by said second communicating means, 
the virtual display of said finst displaying means of 
the terminal unit is correlated yith the display of the 
entries of the information representing time displayed 
on said second displaying means of the inputting unit. 

7 . The searching system a^ set forth in 

claim 6, 

wherein when the number of enVzries of the 
information representing time displayed on said second 
displaying means decreases, the number of\entries of 
the information representing time displayed on said 
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first displaying means increases. 

8 . \ The searching system as set forth in 



claim 1, 



terminal 



claim 1, 



wherein the terminal unit is an information 
unit tl^at is install* 



_ed as a public unit. 

\ 

The^ searching system as set forth in 



wherein the terminal unit is composed of a 
personal computer , 

10. The searching system as set forth in 



claim 1, 



wherein the ^contents are a musical piece. 
11. The searching system as set forth in 



claim 10, 



wherein the terminal unit further comprises: 
audio reproducing^ means for reproducing audio 

data, and 

wherein when a predetermined operation is 
performed with the terminal unit corresponding to the 
search results searched by said searching means and 
displayed on said first displaying means, audio data 
corresponding to a musical piece \as the search results 
is requested to the searching unin and the audio data 
transmitted from the searching unity is reproduced by 
said audio reproducing means. 

12. The searching system ^s set forth in 

claim 1, 
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wherein the contents are commodity 
information , 

13. \The searching system as set forth in 

claim 1, 

wherein\the searching unit further comprises: 
interface means for allowing information 

\ 

representing the contents stored in said second storing 
means and/or broadcast time of the contents to be 
changed from an external unit that has been properly 
filtered. 

14. The searching system as set forth in 

claim 1, 

wherein the inpi)d:ting unit further comprises: 
program storing rmeans for storing a control 
program that- controls the inputting unit, and 

wherein the control program is transmitted 
from the terminal unit to the inputting unit by said 
first communicating means and sa^d second communicating 
means and stored to said program storing means. 

15. The searching system\as set forth in 

claim 14, 

wherein the control program iis transmitted 
from the searching unit to the terminal Vinit by said 
third communicating means and then transmitted from the 
terminal unit to the inputting unit 

16. The searching system as set ^orth in 

claim 14, 
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wherein the terminal unit further comprises: 
connecting means for connecting the terminal 
unit to a predetermined network, and 

wherein the control program is transmitted to 
the terminal unit through the predetermined network 
connected to the terminal unit and then transmitted 
from the terminal unit\ to the inputting unit by said 
connecting means. 

17. The searching system as set forth in 

claim 14, 

wherein the terminal unit further comprises: 
reading means for reading data recorded on a 

predetermined record medium, a\nd 

wherein the control pVogram is read from the 

record medium by said reading mesons and transmitted to 

said inputting unit. 

18. A terminal unit for pausing contents 
that were broadcast to be searched, comprising: 

first communicating means f®r receiving time 
information representing predetermined\time from an 
inputting unit and transmitting the information 
representing the predetermined time to an\external 
unit; 

second communicating means for transmitting 
the information representing the predetermined time 
received from said first communicating means to a 
searching unit and receiving search results from the 
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searching unit, the searching unit searching 
information representing contents from a storing means 
corresponding to the information representing the 
predetermined time, the storing means correlatively 
storing the information representing the contents and 
broadcast time\ thereof; and 

displaying means for displaying the 
information representing the predetermined time 
received by said\first communicating means and the 
search results of \he searching unit. 

19. The -terminal unit as set forth in claim 

18, 

wherein the information representing the 
contents includes information about the contents 

20. The terminal unit as set forth in claim 

18, 

wherein said displ^ing means displays the 
information representing the cbntents (referred to as 
first contents) that were broadcast at the time 
represented by the information representing the 
predetermined time and information Representing 
contents (referred to as second contents) that were 
broadcast earlier than those and as tke search results 
corresponding to the information representing the 
predetermined time, the amount of secona contents being 
a multiple of the amount of the first consents. 

21. The terminal unit as set fortsh in claim 
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wherein when a predetermined operation is 



performed with the terminal unit corresponding to the 
search results obtained by said searching means and 
displayed on said displaying means, the terminal unit 
is accessed to a site at which the contents as the 
irch results is purchasable. 

terminal unit as set forth in claim 
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wherein when Dhe information representing the 
predetermined time is received from the inputting unit/ 
said displaying means virtually displays the 
transmission of the information representing the 
predetermined time from the inputting unit to the 
terminal unit. 

23. The terminal unit\ as set forth in claim 

22, 

wherein when the information representing the 
predetermined time is received from che inputting unit, 
the virtual display of said displaying means of the 
terminal unit is correlated with the display of the 
entries of the information representing Vthe 
predetermined time displayed on a second\displaying 
means that the inputting unit has 

24. The terminal unit as set foVth in claim 

23, 

wherein when the number of entries \of the 
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information representing the predetermined time 

\ 

displayed on said second displaying means decreases, 
the number of entries of the information representing 
the predetermined ^ime displayed on said first 
displaying means increases. 

25. The terminal unit as set forth in claim 



18, 



\ 



wherein the terminal unit is an information 



. \ 



terminal unit that is installed as a public unit. 



26. The terminal unit as set forth in claim 



18, 



wherein the terminal unit is composed of a 
personal computer . 

27. The terminal unit\ as set forth in claim 

18, 

wherein the contents are k musical piece, 
wherein the terminal unit further comprises: 
audio reproducing means for reproducing audio 

data, and 

wherein when a predetermined operation is 
performed with the terminal unit corresponding to the 
search results searched by said searching mearrs and 
displayed on said first displaying means, audio\data 
corresponding to a musical piece as the search results 
is requested to the searching unit and the audio cfata 
transmitted from the searching unit is reproduced b\ 
said audio reproducing means. 
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28. \The terminal unit as set forth in claim 
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18, 

wherein\a control program for controlling the 
inputting unit is transmitted to the inputting unit by 



said first communicating means. 

\ 

29. The terminal unit as set forth in claim 



28, 



\ 



wherein the control program is transmitted 

\ 

from the searching unit to the terminal unxt and then 

\ 

transmitted from the terminal unit to the inputting 
unit by said second communi\cating means. 

30. The terminal ynit as set forth in claim 
28, further comprising: 

connecting means for\ connecting the terminal 
unit to a predetermined network, 

wherein the control program is transmitted 
from the predetermined network to\the terminal unit and 
then transmitted from the terminal \unit to the 
inputting unit by said connecting means. 

31. The terminal unit as s*et forth in claim 
28, further comprising: 

reading means for reading data\from a 
predetermined record medium, and 

wherein the control program is rfead from the 
record medium by said reading means and transmitted to 
the inputting unit. 

32. A terminal unit for causing contents 
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that were broadcast to be searched, comprising: 
firs^storing means for storing time 
information representing predetermined time 
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corresponding to a predetermined operation; 

communicating means for transmitting the 

information representing the predetermined time to a 

\ 

searching unit and receiving search results from the 
searching unit, the searching unit searching 
information representing contents from a second storing 
means corresponding to Yhe information representing the 
predetermined time, the aecond storing means 
correlatively storing the information representing the 
contents and broadcast time\ thereof ; and 

displaying means for displaying the 
information representing the Predetermined time stored 
in said first storing means an\ the search results of 
the searching unit. 

33. The terminal unit Vs set forth in claim 

32, 

wherein said displaying mfeans displays the 
information representing the content^ (referred to as 
first contents) that were broadcast at\ the time 
represented by the information representing the 
predetermined time and information representing 
contents (referred to as second contents! that were 
broadcast earlier than those and as the search results 
corresponding to the information representing the 



predetermined time, the amount of second contents being 
a multiple of the amount of the first contents. 

34. The terminal unit as set forth in claim 

32, 

5 wherein the contents are a musical piece, 

wherein the terminal unit further comprises: 
audio reproducing means for reproducing audio 

data, and 

wherein when a predetermined operation is 
3L0 performed with the terminal unit corresponding to the 

search results searched by said searching means and 
displayed on said first displaying means, audio data 
corresponding to a musical piece as the search results 
I is requested to the searching unit and the audio data 

fi ^15 transmitted from the searching unit is reproduced by 

1 't said audio reproducing means. 

35. A searching unit for searching contents 
that were broadcast, comprising: 

a database for correlatively storing 
20 information representing contents and broadcast time 

thereof; and 

a communication interface for receiving time 
information representing predetermined time and 
identification information of contents from an external 
25 unit, 

wherein the information representing the 
contents is searched corresponding to the received time 
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information representing the predetermined time and the 
received identification information of the contents. 

36. T^e searching unit as set forth in claim 

35, 

wherein th N e search results are transmitted to 
the external unit through said communication interface. 

37. A searching method for searching 
contents that were broadcast, comprising the steps of: 

(a) storing information representing at least 
time at which contents weare broadcast corresponding to 
a predetermined operation \f an inputting unit to a 
first storing means; 

(b) transmitting ttte information representing 
time stored in the first storing means to an external 
unit; 

(c) causing a searching\ unit to search 
information representing contents Sstored in a second 
storing means corresponding to the information 
representing time j 

(d) receiving the information representing 
time transmitted from the inputting unit\at the first 
communicating step (b) ; 

(e) transmitting the information ^representing 
time received at the second communicating sttep (d) and 
receiving search results transmitted from th^ searching 
unit ; 

(f) displaying the information representing 
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time recesived at the second communicating step (d) ; and 
Cg) displaying the search results of the 



searching uni\t. 

38. \ A searching method for searching 
contents that &ere broadcast, comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving timing information representing 
predetermined tikne and identification information of 
contents from an\external unit; 

(b) searching the information representing 
the contents from a database corresponding to the 
received time information representing time and the 
received identification information of the contents, 
the database correlatiVely storing the information 
representing the contends and broadcast time thereof; 
and 

(c) transmittingX search results searched at 
the searching step (b) to tke external unit. 

39. A displaying method for causing a 
terminal unit to display search results of contents 
that were broadcast, comprisingYthe steps of: 

(a) receiving time information representing 
predetermined time from an inputting unit; 

(b) transmitting the information representing 
the predetermined time to an external unit; 

(c) transmitting the information representing 
the predetermined time received at the\first 
communicating step (a) to a searching unsit, the 
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searching unit searching information representing 
contents ^r^m a database corresponding to the 
information representing the predetermined time, the 
database correuatively storing the information 
representing t^s contents and broadcast time thereof; 

(d) receiving search results from the 
searching unit; and 

(e) displaying the information representing 
the predetermined Vime received at the first 
communicating step\\a) and the search results received 
at the fourth communicating step (d) . 

40. A displacing method for causing a 
terminal unit to display\ search results of contents 
that were broadcast, comprising the steps of: 

(a) storing time Information representing 
predetermined time corresponding to a predetermined 
operation; 

(b) transmitting the information representing 
the predetermined time stored at \he storing step (a) 
to a searching unit, the searching tsanit searching 
information representing contents frorn a database 
corresponding to the information representing the 
predetermined time, the database correlauively storing 
the information representing the contents ^nd broadcast 
time thereof; 

(c) receiving search results from ^:he 
searching unit; and 
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.splaying the information representing 
the predetermined time stored at the storing step (a) 
and the search rfesults of the contents received at the 
second communication step (c) . 

41. A record medium for recording a control 
program that causes! search results of contents to be 
displayed on a terminal unit, the control program 
causing the terminal Yunit to perform the steps of: 

(a) receiving time information representing 
predetermined time from\an inputting unit; 

(b) transmitting the information representing 
the predetermined time to Vn external unit; 

(c) transmitting fthe information representing 
the predetermined time to a searching unit, the 
searching unit searching information representing 
contents from a database corresponding to the 
information representing the predetermined time, the 
database correlatively storing the ^information 
representing the contents and broadcast time thereof; 

(d) receiving search results\from the 
searching unit; and \ 

(e) displaying at least the received search 
results. \ 

42. A record medium for recording a control 
program that causes search results of contents to be 
displayed on a terminal unit, the control program 
causing the terminal unit to perform the stepsXof: 



108 



(^) storing time information representing 
predetermined, time corresponding to a predetermined 
operation; \ 

(b) transmitting the information representing 
the predetermined time stored at the storing step (a) 
to a searching unit, the searching unit searching 
information representing contents from a database 
corresponding to tlae information representing the 
predetermined time, Nthe database correlatively storing 
the information representing the contents and broadcast 
time thereof; \ 

(c) receiving search results from the 
searching unit; and \ 

(d) displaying at\ least the search results on 
the terminal unit. \ 

43. A record mediuA for recording a control 
program that causes an inputtirra unit to input 
information representing time to\a researching unit, 
the control program causing the inputting unit to 
perform the steps of: \ 

(a) storing time information representing 
predetermined time corresponding to user's operation; 

(b) transmitting the time information 
representing the predetermined time storeo at the 
storing step (a) to an external unit; and \ 

(c) inputting the time information 
representing the predetermined time to a searching 
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unit, the\searching unit searching information 
representing contents from a database corresponding to 
the time information representing the predetermined 
time at which contents were broadcast, the database 
5 correlatively storing the information representing the 

contents and broadcast time thereof. 

44. The record medium as set forth in claim 

43, . 

wherein &he control program causing the 
C3L0 inputting unit to further perform the step of: 

r n (d) displaying the number of entries of the 

ih time information representing the predetermined time 

iYs stored at the storing st^p (a) . 

m \ 

45. A record meaium for recording a control 

; \ 

IJ.5 program that causes an inputting unit having a counter 

**=f that operates with a predetermined clock signal and 

C3 that inputs information representing time to a 

searching unit, the control progryam causing the 
inputting unit to perform the steps of: 
20 (a) storing a count value 'of the counter at 

predetermined time corresponding to user's operation; 

(b) transmitting the count vaJviie stored at 
the storing step (a) to an external unitA and 

(c) inputting the information representing 
25 time to the searching unit, the searching unit 

searching information representing contents from a 
database corresponding to the information representing 
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time at Miich contents were broadcast, the database 
correlatively storing the information representing the 
contents and ^broadcast time thereof. 

4 6. \ The record medium as set forth in claim 
45, the control program causing the inputting unit to 
further perform the step of: 

(d) displaying the number of entries of the 
time information ^representing the predetermined time 
stored at the storing step (a) . 

47. An inputting unit for inputting 
information representing time, comprising: 

a counter th\t operates with a predetermined 
clock signal ; 

storing means f^r storing a count value of 
said counter at predetermined time corresponding to 
user ' s operation; 

a connecting portioK for directly connecting 
the count value stored in said \toring means to an 
external unit; and 

communicating means for transmitting the 
count value stored in said storing means to the 
external unit through said connecting portion, 

wherein the information representing time is 
input to a searching unit through the external unit, 
the searching unit searching information Representing 
contents from a database corresponding to t>fie 
information representing time at which contei^ts were 
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broadcast/* the database correlatively storing the 
informationVepresenting the contents and broadcast 
time thereof , 

48. lU"ie inputting unit as set forth in claim 

47, 

wherein \the information representing the 
contents includes Information about contents. 

49. The inputting unit as set forth in claim 

47, 

wherein the predetermined time is time at 
which the user knows his\cr her desired contents 

50. The inputting unit as set forth in claim 
47, further comprising: 

junction means havi?\g: 

a base having an attaching portion for 
attaching said connecting portioi^, the attaching 
portion being disposed on an upper\surf ace of said 
base; and 

connecting means, protruding f rom the 
attaching portion, for connecting the external unit, 

wherein said communicating meansVransmits 
the count value through said junction means. 

51. The inputting unit as set forth\in claim 
50, wherein said junction means has a lid) 
integrally formed with a main body of the inputting 
unit . 

52. The inputting unit as set forth in OUalm 
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47, \ wherein the external unit is an information 
terminal\unit that is installed as a public unit. 

3. An inputting unit for inputting 
inf ormat ion\representing time, comprising : 

a aounter that operates with a predetermined 
clock signal; 

storing means for storing a count value of 
said counter at\predetermined time corresponding to 
user's operation; 

displayirio means for displaying the count 
value stored in saicn storing means; and 

communicating means for transmitting the 
count value stored in s^id storing means to an external 
unit , 

wherein information representing time is 
input to a searching unit, tine searching unit searching 
information representing contents from a database 
corresponding to the information representing time at 
which the contents were broadcast, the database 
correlatively storing the information representing the 
contents and broadcast time thereof. 

54. The inputting unit as s^t forth in claim 

53, 

wherein the count value is represented with 
spherical members on one side of said displaying means. 

55. The inputting unit as set f^rth in claim 

54, 
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\ wherein when the count value is transmitted 
by said communicating means, the number of spherical 
members gradually decreases on one side of said 
displaying means, and 

wherein when part of the spherical members 
disappears, the\ other spherical members move to the 
positions at which the spherical members disappear. 

56. Th\ inputting unit as set forth in claim 

53, 

wherein said displaying means is formed in an 
almost square shape, ahd 

wherein members representing the count value 
are arranged in a lattices shape irrespective of the 
storing order of entries or the information 
representing time stored inNsaid storing means. 

57. The inputting ynit as set forth in claim 

53, 

wherein the count valii^ is represented with 
rod shaped members. 

58. The inputting unit a\ set forth in claim 

53, 

wherein the count value is represented as the 
size of an area of said displaying means) 

59. The inputting unit as set 3^orth in claim 

53, 

wherein the predetermined time is\time at 
which the user knows his or her desired broadcast 
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contents . 



53, 



60 v The inputting unit as set forth in claim 



wherein said communicating means transmits 
the count value to an information terminal unit that is 
installed as a public unit. 

61. Tiie inputting unit as set forth in claim 

53, 

wherein \he information representing the 
contents includes information about the contents 

62. An inputting unit for inputting 
information representing time, comprising: 

a counter tha\ operates with a predetermined 
clock signal; 

storing means f oA storing a count value of 
said counter at predetermine^ time corresponding to 
user's operation; 

communicating means fbr transmitting the 
count value stored in said storing means to an external 
unit; and 

sound generating means for generating a sound 
corresponding to the count value stored\in said storing 
means, 

wherein information representing time is 
input to a searching unit, the searching umit searching 
information representing contents from a database 
corresponding to the information representing time at 
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which trce contents were broadcast, the database 
correlatively storing the information representing the 
contents and\broadcast time thereof. 

63. \ The inputting unit as set forth in claim 

62, 

whereiVi said sound generating means generates 
a sound corresponding to the predetermined operation 
when the count valWe stored in said storing means 
exceeds a predetermined value. 

64. The inp\tting unit as set forth in claim 

62, 

wherein said soOmd generating means generates 
a sound when the count valuV stored in said storing 
means exceeds a predetermine^ value and the 
predetermined operation is perkormed. 

65. The inputting uni\ as set forth in claim 

62, 

wherein the predeterminedXtime is time at 
which the user knows his or her desired broadcast 
contents . 

66. The inputting unit as set ^orth in claim 

62, 

wherein said communicating means transmits 
the count value to an information terminal un\t that is 
installed as a public unit. 

67. The inputting unit as set forth \n claim 

62, 
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wherein the information re 



representing the 
contents includes information about the contents. 

68. inputting unit for inputting 

information representing time, comprising: 

a countelf that operates with a predetermined 
clock signal; 

first storming means for storing a count value 
of said counter at predetermined time corresponding to 
user's operation; 

identification \inf ormation generating means 
for generating predetermined identification information 
corresponding to the user ' s\operation; 

second storing means for storing the 
identification information generated by said 
identification information generating means; and 

communicating means f or \transmitting the 
count value and the identification Vnformation stored 
in said first storing means and said\second storing 
means to an external unit, 

wherein information representing time and 
identification, information identifying contents are 
input to a searching unit, the searching un^t searching 
information representing contents from a database 
corresponding to the information represent ing \time at 
which the contents were broadcast, the database 
correlat ively storing the information representing the 
contents and broadcast time thereof. 
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The inputting unit as set forth in claim 
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68, 



wherein said first storing means and said 
second storing means store the count value and the 
identification information to a common memory disposed 



A 



in the inputting unit. 

70. Tfhe inputting unit as set forth in claim 

68, 

wherein \said first storing means and said 
second storing means store the count value and the 
identification information to discrete memories 
disposed in the inputting unit. 

71. The inputting unit as set forth in claim 
68, further comprising: 

pressing means composed of at least one 

button, 

wherein said identification information 
generating means detects the Aressing manner of the 
user against the button and generates the 
identification information that varies corresponding to 
the pressing manner, 

72. The inputting unit as \get forth in claim 
68, further comprising: 

displaying means for displaying the count 
value stored in said first storing means, 

wherein said displaying means displays the 
count value in a different manner that varies 
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corresponding to the identification information, 
7 3\ 



The inputting unit as set forth in claim 



68, 



wherein the predetermined time is time at 
which the user kntjws his or her desired broadcast 
contents . 

74. The\ inputting unit as set forth in claim 

68, 

wherein saVd communicating means transmits 
the count value to an\inf ormation terminal unit that is 
installed as a public urait. 

75. The inputting unit as set forth in claim 

68, 

wherein the identification information 
identifying the contents is information that identifies 
whether the contents are television broadcast contents 
or radio broadcast contents. 

76. The inputting unit\as set forth in claim 

68, 

wherein the identification \nf ormation 
identifying the contents is inf ormation\that identifies 
whether the contents were broadcast in a predetermined 
area or out of the predetermined area. 

77. The inputting unit as set for^h in claim 

68, 

wherein the information represent ing\ the 
contents includes information about the contentB. 
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7^V. An inputting unit for inputting 
information representing time, comprising: 

a counter that operates with a predetermined 
clock signal; 

first storing means for storing a count value 
of said counter at predetermined time corresponding to 
user's operation; 

communicating means for communicating with an 
external unit and transmitting the count value stored 
in said first storing Vneans to an external unit; and 

second storing means for storing data 
transmitted from an external unit through said 
communicating means, 

wherein information representing time is 
input to a searching unit, tlae searching unit searching 
information representing contents from a database 
corresponding to the information representing time at 
which the contents were broadcast, the database 
correlatively storing the information representing the 
contents and broadcast time therec 

79. The inputting unit as\set forth in claim 

78, 

wherein the information representing the 
contents includes information about the cbntents. 

80. The inputting unit as set rprth in claim 

78, 

wherein the data stored in said second 
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storing means is the contents or information 
thereabout. \ 

81. yThe inputting unit as set forth in claim 
78, \ 

wherein the data stored in said second 
storing means is compression-encoded audio data, and 

wherein the inputting unit further comprises: 
audio dana reproducing means for decoding the 
compression-encoded\audio -data and reproducing the 
decoded audio data. 

82. The inj^atting unit as set forth in claim 

78, 

wherein the data is encrypted data 
corresponding to a predetermined encrypting method, and 
wherein the inpu^ing unit further comprises: 
decrypting means rbr decrypting the encrypted 



data , 



78, 



83, 



The inputting unit as set forth in claim 



wherein said first storing means and said 
second storing means store the counK value and the data 
to a common memory disposed in the inputting unit. 

84. The inputting unit as set\ forth in claim 

78, 

wherein said first storing means Xand said 
second storing means store the count value and the data 
to discrete memories disposed in the inputting^ unit. 
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The inputting unit as set forth in claim 



wherein the predetermined time is time at 
which the user Knows his or her desired broadcast 



contents 



78, 



86. Tfte inputting unit as set forth in claim 



wherein \aid communicating means transmits 
the count value to information terminal unit that is 
installed as a public\unit. 

87. An inputting unit for inputting 
information representing time, comprising: 

storing means fior storing time information 
representing predetermineay time corresponding to user's 
operation; 

displaying means f&r displaying the number of 
entries of the time information stored in said storing 
means; and 

communicating means fo\ transmitting the time 
information stored in said storing\means to an external 
unit, 

wherein information represeAting time is 
input to a searching unit, the searching unit searching 
information representing contents from a database 
corresponding to the time information representing time 
at which the contents were broadcast, the\database 
correlatively storing the information representing the 



\ 

contents and broadcast time thereof. 

88\ The inputting unit as set forth in claim 
87, \ 

wherein the predetermined time is time at 
which the user knows his or her desired broadcast 



contents . 



87, 



89. The inputting unit as set forth in claim 



wherein ^aid communicating means transmits 
the count value to ar* information terminal unit that is 
installed as a public \init. 

90. The inputting unit as set forth in claim 

87, 

wherein the information representing the 
contents includes information about the contents. 

91. An inputting unit for inputting 
information representing time, \comprising: 

first storing means f<yr storing time 
information representing predetermined time 
corresponding to user's operation; 

communicating means for comnfcunicating with an 
external unit and transmitting the time \inf ormation 
stored in said first storing means to the\ external 
unit; and 

second storing means for storing Vdata 
transmitted from the external unit through s^aid 
communicating means , 
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wherein information representing time is 
input to a searching unit, the searching unit searching 
information representing contents from a database 
corresponding to the time information representing time 
at which the contents were broadcast, the database 
correlat ively storing the information representing the 
contents and broadcast time thereof. 

\ 

92. The inputting unit as set forth in claim 

91, 

wherein the &ata stored in said second 
storing means is the consents or information 
thereabout . 

93. The inputting unit as set forth in claim 

91, 

wherein the information representing the 
contents includes information aoput the contents. 

94. An inputting unit \f or inputting 
information representing time, comprising: 

a counter that operates wr^h a predetermined 
clock signal; 

storing means for storing a c&unt value of 
said counter at predetermined time corresponding to 
user's operation; 

sound generating means for generating a 
predetermined sound when the count value is stored to 
said storing means corresponding to the user'^ 
operation; and 
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communicating means for transmitting the 
count value scored in said storing means to an external 
unit, 

wherein information representing time is 
input to a searching unit, the searching unit searching 
information representing contents from a database 
corresponding to uhe information representing time at 
which the contents \were broadcast, the database 
correlatively storingr the information representing the 
contents and broadcasts time thereof. 

95. The inputting unit as set forth in claim 

94, 

wherein the information representing the 
contents includes information about the contents. 

96. An inputting method for an inputting 
unit having a counter that operates with a 
predetermined clock signal, th^ method comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) storing a count valiiye of the counter at 
predetermined time corresponding toxuser's operation; 

(b) directly connecting. theVount value 
stored at the storing step (a) to an external unit; and 

(c) transmitting the count value stored at 
the storing step (a) to the external unit\ connected at 
the connecting step (b) , 

wherein information represent ing \time is 
input to a searching unit through the external unit, 
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the searching unit searching information representing 

contents trom a database corresponding to time 
\ 

informations representing time at which the contents 
were broadcast, the database correlatively storing the 
information Representing the contents and broadcast 
time thereof, 

97. ^he inputting method as set forth in 

claim 96, 

wherein \the information representing the 
contents includes information about the contents. 

98. An inputting method for an inputting 
unit having a counter Yhat operates with a 
predetermined clock sigo^l, the method comprising the 
steps of : 

(a) storing a couVt value of the counter at 
predetermined time corresponding to user's operation; 

(b) displaying the opunt value stored at the 
storing step (a) ; and 

(c) communicating the cdunt value stored at 
the storing step (a) to an external \init , 

wherein information representing time is 
input to a searching unit, the searching unit searching 
information representing contents from a\ database 
corresponding to time information representing time at 
which the contents were broadcast, the database 
correlatively storing the information repi^senting the 
contents and broadcast time thereof. 
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>9. The inputting method as set forth in 

claim 98, 

wherein the information representing the 
contents includes information about the contents. 

100. \ An inputting method for an inputting 
unit having a counter that operates with a 
predetermined cl\j>ck signal, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) storing a count value of the counter at 
predetermined time corresponding to user's operation; 

(b) transmitting the count value stored at 
the storing step (a) \o an external unit; and 

(c) generatirta a sound corresponding to the 
count value stored at this storing step (a) , 

wherein information representing time is 
input to a searching unit, the searching unit searching 
information representing contents from a database 
corresponding to time information representing time at 
which the contents were broadcast, the database 
correlatively storing the information representing the 
contents and broadcast time therec 

101. The inputting method\as set forth in 

claim 100, 

wherein the information representing the 
contents includes information about the contents. 

102. An inputting method for\an inputting 
unit having a counter that operates with 
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predetermined clock signal, the method comprising the 

v. 

steps of: 

(a) \ storing a count value of the counter at 
predetermined Yime corresponding to user's operation; 

(b) generating predetermined identification 
information corresponding to the user's operation; 

(c) storing the identification information 
generated at the oSfientif ication information generating 
step (b) ; 

(d) transmitting the count value and the 
identification information stored at the first storing 
step (a) and the second ^toring step (c) to an external 
unit, 

wherein information representing time is 
input to a searching unit, tfte searching unit searching 
information representing contents from a database 
corresponding to time information representing time at 
which the contents were broadcast, the database 
correlatively storing the information representing the 
contents and broadcast time thereof. 

103. The inputting method as^ set forth in 

claim 102, 

wherein the information representing the 
contents includes information about the contents. 

. 104. An inputting method for an\ inputting 
unit having a counter that operates with a 
predetermined clock signal, the method comprising the 
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steps of: 

fa) storing a count value of the counter at 
\ 

predetermined^ time corresponding to user's operation; 

(b) communicating with an external unit and 

\ 

transmitting the count value stored at the first 
storing step (a\ to the external unit; and 

(c) stating the data transmitted from the 
external unit at the communicating step (b) , 

wherein irvsf ormation representing time is 
input to a searching unit, the searching unit searching 
information representing contents from a database 
corresponding to time information representing time at 
which the contents were broadcast, the database 
correlatively storing the information representing the 
contents and broadcast time thereof. 

105. The inputting\method as set forth in 

claim 104, 

wherein the information representing the 
contents includes information about\the contents. 
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